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CSU may cut enrollment by 10,000
Despite students marching in 
Sacramento to protest budget and 
enrollment cuts earlier this month 
the California State University sys-
tem has announced that campuses 
may cut enrollment by 10,000 stu-
dents during the 2011-2012 school 
year.
The announcement came from 
the CSU Board of Trustees meeting 
Tuesday in Long Beach as a strategy 
for handling the cuts.
According to a news release 
from the Offi ce of the Chancellor, 
the CSU system will gain $142 mil-
lion in revenue from the already ap-
proved tuition increase in the fall, 
leaving the CSU with an estimated 
$400 million defi cit.
Collectively, campuses will also 
have to reduce their budgets by 
about $281 million as well as  re-
duce enrollment by 10,000 students, 
which will save the system $60 mil-
lion, according to the news release.
The CSU Chancellor’s Offi ce 
will also be cut by 14 percent, 
which will save about $11 million, 
said Erik Fallis, CSU media rela-
tions specialist.
“It is going to be a very diffi cult 
process but we did have a few things 
in place,” he said. “Fee increases 
that would go into place this up-
coming fall, enrollment dropped by 
10,000, campuses are going to have 
cut back and the Chancellor’s Of-
fi ce is cutting back as well.”
The cuts come from the an-
nouncement by Gov. Jerry Brown 
proposing a cut of $500 million to 
the CSU system.
Junior Spanish major Sonia 
Jones sad she hopes the cuts do 
not continue past the $500 million 
mark.
If the choice came down to it, 
Jones said she would rather see a 
rise in tuition rather than a reduc-
tion of enrollment.
“I would raise tuition because 
that way people at least can fi nd a 
way to get the money together,” she 
said. “If there is a cut in enrollment 
there is no way in.”
Although budget cuts have been 
happening to California’s high-
er education system for the last 
The California State University 
Board of Trustees has named Moham-
mad Qayoumi, president of Cal State 
East Bay, as the new president of San 
Jose State University.
“I am honored and humbled to be 
selected and to accept the challenge 
of leading San Jose State University in 
the years ahead,” Qayoumi said. “The 
tremendous opportunities and bound-
less possibilities of SJSU will only be 
limited by our imagination. I look 
forward to working with the talented 
students to ensure they have a rich and 
rewarding college experience and to 
prepare them for future success.”
Qayoumi has been president of Cal 
State East Bay since 2006, and will be 
succeeding interim President Don 
Kassing.
Kassing retired in 2008 and re-
turned to the position until an offi cial 
president could be selected after Jon 
Whitmore, who succeeded Kassing, 
left the university in July 2010.
The new SJSU president was 
among three fi nalists who toured the 
campus and pitched their visions for 
the university last week in a series of 
presentations free and open to the 
public.
The two other candidates consid-
ered for the position were Leroy Mor-
ishita, executive vice president and 
chief fi nancial offi cer of San Francis-
co State University, and David Steele, 
dean of the College of Business at 
SJSU.
CSU Trustee Debra Farar, chair of 
the presidential search committee, 
stated in a news release that Qayoumi 
possesses many qualities of a true lead-
er the university was searching for.
“Dr. Qayoumi’s proven leadership 
abilities, commitment to students and 
administrative experience will be a 
tremendous asset to the campus and 
the community,” she said. “His energy, 
innovation, progressive vision and 
ability to connect with students pro-
vide a strong foundation to lead San 
Jose State moving forward.”
Associated Students President To-
masz Kolodziejak said Qayoumi is 
more than qualifi ed for the position 
and said he cannot wait to see the 
change he will bring to the university.
“He is a great candidate and is very 
accomplished from his time at Cal 
State East Bay,” Kolodziejak said. “He 
has been there for fi ve years and the 
school has seen signifi cant change. 
From the feedback I have heard from 
people in Hayward he has given the 
school some spirit and a real sense of 
pride.”
Kolodziejak, who was also part of 
the advisory committee involved in 
selecting the next SJSU president, said 
the time current interim President 
Kassing spent working with the uni-
versity was great and will be missed — 
mainly because of the great relation-
ship that he kept with Kolodziejak.
“It has been incredible so far with 
Kassing,” he said. “He has been one 
of the best presidents this university 
has ever had. We meet at least twice 
a month, where Kassing updates me 
with everything involving the univer-
sity.”
Kolodziejak said Qayoumi also 
maintained a clear and healthy rela-
tionship with Mohammed Beig, the 
A.S. president of Cal State East Bay, 
and Kolodziejak anticipates that Qay-
oumi will do the same with future A.S. 
presidents at SJSU.
“From what I have heard from 
(Beig), there is nothing but tremen-
dously positive feedback,” Kolodziejak 
said. “(Beig) was one of the fi rst people 
Qayoumi called when he found out he 
was named the next president of SJSU. 
That is a clear example of the excellent 
relationship he holds with his student 
body.”
Qayoumi grew up in the Middle 
East, where he gained his fi rst grasp of 
higher education, something he said 
he is a fi rm believer in for the better-
ment of any person’s future.
“The vibrancy that has really been 
brought to the Bay Area and more spe-
cifi cally Silicon Valley, the number of 
corporations, the number of jobs and 
innovations that have happened are 
due to having an adequate number of 
college graduates,” he said.
He was born in a suburb of Kabul, 
Afghanistan, and was the only mem-
ber of his family to go to college, hav-
ing graduated with a bachelor’s degree 
in electrical engineering from the 
American University of Beirut.
Kolodziejak said the honeymoon 
period will be short because of numer-
ous tasks Qayoumi will have to tackle 
upon arriving at SJSU, such as changes 
he will need to make to his executive 
cabinet.
Among those changes will be ap-
pointing a replacement for Rose Lee, 
vice president of fi nances, who will be 
retiring after 30 years of experience 
in working with budget and other fi -
nancial situations, as well as replacing 
Fred Najjar, vice president of advance-
ment, who is also slated to retire.
“You need a strong cabinet in or-
der to make any signifi cant change,” 
Kolodziejak said. “You can’t do every-
thing yourself. He will need to choose 
his cabinet members closely — he 
needs one that will support not only 
him but his vision.”
There is, however, an even more 
Ron Gleeson
Staff Writer
see CSU page 3
Mohammad Qayoumi
named SJSU president
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On March 11, an earthquake with a magnitude of 9.0 occurred near the east coast of Honshu, Japan, generated tsunamis in multiple coastal 
areas. Police in Japan said more than 7,100 people had died as of Saturday, 
according to CNN.
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Thanks to a new system de-
signed by professors at SJSU and 
San Francisco State University, 
CSU students will soon have access 
to data about climate and weather 
systems that were once impossible 
to obtain.
 Craig Clements, an assistant 
professor of meteorology at SJSU, 
said the instruments that make up 
the system are traditionally set at 
research stations, but this new sys-
tem is completely mobile.
“We can put all this stuff on the 
trailer, pack it up, and drive it to 
your neighborhood,” he said.
It’s called the California State 
University Mobile Atmospheric 
Profi ling System, or CSU-MAPS.
The system, which was funded 
with grants from the National Sci-
ence Foundation, consists of a re-
purposed more than 100-foot-tall 
portable cellphone tower with 
sensors attached and a cabinet full 
of laptops to monitor data.
The system also includes several 
detachable portable components, 
such as a LIDAR known as (Light 
Detection and Ranging), which 
can be used to detect and study 
cloud cover and other particulate 
see WEATHER page 3
Matthew Gerring
Staff Writer
Clear skies for mobile weather station
Earthquakes:
see PRESIDENT page 3 
New equipment gives
meteorologists new
source for climate data
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Quakes reinforce need 
for disaster preparedness
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“When I fi rst saw it on TV 
I didn’t know what it was,” 
junior accounting major Jar-
ed Chin said. “What is mov-
ing so fast across this land? 
I had no idea what it was, 
then I saw tsunami. I never 
had seen something live like 
that.”
He said he has friends who 
are presently studying abroad 
in Japan near Tokyo.
“They are OK, but there 
is a lot of chaos right now,” 
Chin said. “Then there is the 
whole thing going on with 
Libya. It really seems like tsu-
nami uprising and the 2012.
It is sort of like, ‘Oh is 
it coming, the end of the 
world?’ That is what I think 
of.”
According to Jim Berk-
land, a former United States 
Geological Survey geologist, 
disaster may strike in Cali-
fornia soon.
Berkland predicts a major 
earthquake will strike Cali-
fornia with a window be-
tween March 19 and 26, ac-
cording to CNN.
Berkland is best known 
for successfully predict-
ing the 1989 “World Series” 
earthquake that struck Loma 
Prieta with a magnitude of 
7.1, causing destruction to 
the much of the San Fran-
cisco Bay Area.
“The past, the record of 
earthquake predictions is a 
checkered one,” said Rich-
ard Sedlock, the chair of the 
geology department. “It in-
cludes some successes. It in-
cludes many failures.”
Sedlock said he has many 
colleagues who say earth-
quake can be pre-
dicted and colleagues 
who adamantly in-
sist natural disasters 
cannot be predicted.
“Rather than 
thinking about them 
as successes and fail-
ures, because that is 
the human perspec-
tive, right? I tend 
to think of it from 
the perspective of 
the earthquake,” he 
Sedlock said. “Most 
earthquakes don’t 
give out enough signals that 
humans could recognize as 
precursors to an earthquake. 
Some earthquakes do.”
Sedlock said these precur-
sors may be small earthquakes 
that turn out to be foreshock 
for a large earthquake or vari-
ous kinds of changes in earth 
properties.
 “Some earthquakes might 
do that, but most earth-
quakes don’t,” he said. “The 
earth isn’t playing nice with 
us. It doesn’t give us specifi c 
criteria that we can use to 
recognize that an earthquake 
is on the way.”
Sedlock said threshold 
values don’t happen during 
every earthquake, and earth-
quakes are so different that 
while studies of earthquake 
predictions will continue 
and no doubt continue to 
produce occasional successes 
from the human perspective, 
most earthquakes can’t be 
predicted.
“What would you do if 
you knew an earthquake was 
going to happen?” he asked. 
“If you could predict a 95 
percent probability that an 
earthquake of a magnitude of 
7 or greater in the Bay Area 
in the next period of time, 
what would you do? Would 
you leave? Would you move 
to North Dakota?”
 Sedlock said he doesn’t 
work on earthquake predic-
tions.
“I understand why people 
do, but to me the money 
would be much better spent 
educating the population 
how to prepare for the earth-
quake that is going to come 
sometime,” he said.
How prepared is SJSU for 
a major quake?
Sedlock said SJSU is in 
an area between two rivers 
that humans have now trans-
formed into concrete canals 
to prevent fl ooding.
“Last time it fl ooded was 
in the mid ’90s,” he said. 
“There was an inch of mud all 
over the streets downtown. 
It used to happen that way 
regularly and all that mud 
would accumulate over the 
years.”
The mud is not very dense 
and contains water in be-
tween the particles of mud, 
Sedlock said.
“When an earthquake 
wave passes through sedi-
ment like that, the water that 
is trapped within the par-
ticles gets squeezed around 
and gets out,” he said. “That 
results in the land surface 
sinking as water rises.”
Sedlock said this is an 
earthquake hazard known as 
liquefaction.
“Back in the day before 
humans were here this didn’t 
matter at all, I mean so what? 
It just happened,” he said. 
“But now we have build-
ings and roads and universi-
ties and are built with this 
foundation, in this kind of 
sediment. And when this 
liquefaction happens, the 
foundations could be under-
mined.”
According to Sedlock, the 
experts who study earth-
quakes say that a minimum 
of a magnitude 6 earthquake 
is needed to even get lique-
faction to start.
“It won’t be very wide-
spread if it is only a mag-
nitude 6 earthquake, but 
you know the magnitude 
scales are logarithmic,” he 
said. “Ten times the size for 
each increase of one. So that 
means the magnitude of a 6.5 
isn’t just a half a unit bigger, 
it is several times larger than 
a magnitude 6. So, even a 
magnitude 6.5 could generate 
signifi cant liquefaction.”
Downtown San Jose is not 
on a fault itself, Sedlock said.
“We have the San An-
dreas to the west of us in the 
mountains and we have the 
Hayward to the east of us at 
the base of the hills of the 
East Bay,” he said. “If one of 
them ruptures, we are going 
to be a good ways away and 
so the shaking if it is a 6 or 
a 6.5 magnitude earthquake 
might not be suffi cient to 
trigger liquefaction down-
town.  Because by the time 
the waves get here they will 
be weaker.” 
Chances of liquefaction 
really depend on the size and 
location of the earthquake, 
Sedlock said.
“If it is close, for instance 
the Hayward fault is pres-
ent in Milpitas, and that is 
not very far,” Sedlock said. 
“So if the epicenter of the 
earthquake was Milpitas or 
even Fremont, a small earth-
quake there might produce 
liquefaction down here, but 
a magnitude 7 earthquake 
could be farther away and we 
could still have the same ex-
perience downtown.”
Another hazard caused 
by earthquakes is the actual 
shaking of the ground itself, 
Sedlock said.
“It is related to what the 
ground is, but whether or 
not the ground liquefi es, the 
ground shakes, so anything 
built on the ground shakes 
also,” Sedlock said.
The one issue about per-
formance of a building dur-
ing an earthquake is how well 
the structure of the building 
is built and how well it per-
forms, he said.
William Shum, the direc-
tor of planning, design and 
construction for Facilities 
Development and Opera-
tions, said he is confi dent in 
SJSU’s buildings during a ma-
jor earthquake.
“The CSU Seismic Re-
view Board looked at differ-
ent buildings and identifi ed 
which buildings need to be 
paid attention to,” Shum 
said. “The board is comprised 
of well established software 
engineers.”
Shum said the two struc-
tures that were a concern 
were the Student Union and 
the 10th Street garage.
Currently under construc-
tion, the future Student 
Union and Student Health 
Center will be built with 
seismic upgrade components, 
meeting the current seismic 
code requirements, he said.
As for the 10th Street ga-
rage, a seismic upgrade will 
begin in about 45 days, Shum 
said. 
“Some buildings are bet-
ter constructed,” 
Sedlock said. “It 
is just the out-
side structure it-
self, the physical 
weight support-
ing structure. 
Some are bet-
ter than others. 
Newer buildings 
were built in 
more stringent 
building codes 
than older ones.”
The other is-
sue is what is in-
side of the building, which 
is what SJSU can currently 
control, he said.
“We cannot sit underneath 
things hanging on the ceil-
ing,” Sedlock said. “We can 
bolt our bookcases and heavy 
equipment and computer 
things, that sort of stuff to 
walls. If we work in a labo-
ratory that has lots of glass-
ware, we can put up rubber 
supports so it does not slide 
right out of the shelving. We 
can put little reinforcement 
straps on the fi re sprinklers 
that are in the ceiling.”
People who run places, 
such as the water plant or 
generator plant on campus, 
have the ability to lower the 
amount of risk that people 
face there, he said.
“With the interior, we 
have the power and that 
is something that is really 
worth communicating,” Sed-
lock said.
How SJSU students can 
prepare for an earthquake?
If the major earthquake 
were to strike, junior ac-
counting majors Chiara Chua 
and Jennifer Lin said they 
would duck under a table.
“I would then wait for the 
fi rst shock and run outside,” 
Chua said.
Junior accounting major 
Chin said he would run out-
side to the parking lot by the 
ATMs.
“It would kill a lot anxiety 
for me if I was in an open 
space,” he said.
University Police Depart-
ment recommends students 
and faculty to visit www.
ready.gov to prepare for an 
earthquake.
The website asks people 
to prepare a basic kit with 
water, non-perishable food, 
dust-masks, a fi rst-aid kit and 
a whistle, to signal for help.
“I buy can foods like spam 
because it is something I can 
just open and up and eat,” Lin 
said.
She said she prefers 
canned foods like Spam be-
cause they do not require a 
can opener.
“My mom has been calling 
and updating me about the 
tsunami and earthquake,” she 
said. “I am very scared.”
The website also recom-
mends additional items such 
as personal hygiene items, 
important documents, pre-
scription medicines and 
glasses.
The website suggests mak-
ing a family communications 
plan for when an earthquake 
strikes, which includes hav-
ing an out-of-town contact 
and meeting place.
Chin said his family has 
been having more conver-
sations lately on what they 
would do in case a similar 
natural disaster was to hap-
pen in California.
“I live in San Francisco 
and the area I live in is re-
ally tsunami prone,” Chin 
said. “So my family has been 
discussing where we should 
meet.”
When an earthquake hap-
pens UPD advises those in-
side to duck and drop to the 
fl oor, covering their heads 
with their arms and closing 
their eyes.
Those inside should face 
away from glass and avoid 
falling hazards such as book-
cases until shaking stops.
If outdoors during an 
earthquake, UPD advises 
people to move quickly away 
from buildings and to watch 
out for objects falling from 
roofs and walls, utility poles, 
power lines and overhead 
hazards such as tree limbs.
If the earthquake happens 
while driving a car, UPD ad-
vises those to stop as soon as 
possible in a safe place, avoid-
ing overhead structures and 
utility lines and to remain 
inside of the vehicle as it pro-
vides substantial shelter.
QUAKE
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A car destroyed by falling debris in the aftermath of the Loma Prieta earthquake in 1989.
Photo: Spartan Daily Archive
Kathy Chen looks at the damage caused by the Loma Prieta 
earthquake in the Spartan Bookstore.
Richard Sedlock
Geology Department Chair
“The Earth isn’t playing nice 
with us. It doesn’t give us spe-
cifi c criteria that we can use to 
recognize that an earthquake is 
on the way.”
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What are you doing for spring break?
I’m planning with 
my family to go 
to Big Sur for a 
day and then 
maybe Yosemite 
with my brother.JuniorGraphic Design
Anne 
To
I will pretty 
much just hang 
out with fam-
ily and friends 
and relax before 
school again.
Junior
Accounting
Ronald
Szeto
I’m going to go 
to Tahoe and do 
some skiing.Sophomore
Environmental
Studies
Cameron
Ballash
I’m going to get 
some homework 
done and go 
to work at my 
internship where 
I assist in taking 
care of some stu-
dent athletes.
Junior
Athletic
Training
Brent
Hatekeyama
Originally I was 
going to get my 
wisdom teeth 
pulled, but I’m 
going to do that 
later. I don’t 
want my gums 
to be swollen 
for all of spring 
break.
Senior
Kinesiology
Natalie
Stull
Senior
Civil
Engineering
Safi 
Mojaddidi
I have a lot of 
reports and 
projects to do, 
so it’s going to 
be a whole week 
of studying for 
midterms when I 
come back.
WEATHER
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A cellphone tower outfi tted with sensors to monitor cloud 
cover and other weather data.
couple of years, Gov. Brown announced he 
would cut $500 million from the CSU budget 
if voters passed a tax extension that will be 
part of a special election.
The tax extension package will include 
vehicle license fees, sales and income tax, ac-
cording to the governor’s website.
Currently the California Legislature has 
not passed a budget with debate hovering 
around the tax extensions.
If taxes are not extended, the CSU could 
face another $500 million cut which would 
bring the total reduction to $1 billion, ac-
cording to the news release.
“This initial $500 million is going to be 
painful and noticeable by students, by facul-
ty and staff,” Fallis said. “If we did this more 
signifi cant billion-dollar cut it would only 
intensify how much a disruption that would 
be.”
Kevin Lo, a senior aviation management 
major, said he has rarely seen the effects of 
the budget cuts other than furlough days and 
a rise in tuition.
Lo said his concern is the whether the 
classes he needs will be available.
Included in the news release was a study 
done by the Legislative Analyst’s Offi ce that 
recommended what the CSU system can do if 
the campuses face the $1 billion cut.
The study found that the CSU system 
could increase tuition by 10 percent, decrease 
in staff and faculty by 5 percent as well as a 
5 percent reduction in budgeted enrollment 
levels.
Fallis said students may start to feel the ef-
fect of the $500 million cut by this fall.
matter, and a set of instru-
ments that measure rates of 
exchange of different materi-
als between the ground and 
the atmosphere, such as water 
and carbon dioxide.
“It’s perfect for answering 
a whole bunch of questions 
I have,” said Andrew Oliph-
ant, an associate professor of 
geography at San Francisco 
State.
He said scientists currently 
have a rough understanding 
of the rate at which carbon 
is exchanged between the 
ground and the atmosphere, 
but not at the level of detail 
of an individual ecosystem.
“We’ll be able to see that 
ecosystem function,” Oliph-
ant said. “In other words, we’ll 
be able to watch it breathe.”
One thing Oliphant said 
he’d like to fi nd out is the car-
bon budget of San Francisco 
— how much carbon is added 
to the ecosystem and how 
much is removed through 
natural processes.
 “When we measure over 
an urban area, we’re able to 
see the impact changing that 
landscape into an urban land-
scape has had on the climate,” 
he said.
Clements said one of his 
main interests is wildfi res and 
said he’ll be able to use the 
equipment to tune existing 
computer models of fi re be-
havior.
The LIDAR will be used 
to study the behavior of fi re 
plumes, allowing research-
ers to gather data in an area 
where Clements said virtually 
none currently exists.
“A better understanding 
of fi re behavior will help save 
lives of both fi refi ghters and 
communities,” he said.
The data can also be used 
to help students in the new 
Intro to Fire Weather course 
starting at SJSU next fall, and 
to teach students to prospect 
for wind power.
Clements and Oliphant 
said while some universities 
have pieces of their system, 
theirs is the fi rst of its kind to 
include all of its instrumenta-
tion in a completely mobile 
platform.
“There are endless possibil-
ities,” said San Francisco State 
graduate student Allen Cast-
ner, who helped construct 
the tower and assists with re-
search projects.
Part of the challenge in 
building the system was pro-
viding power to the equip-
ment.
“Since this is a mobile unit, 
we’re not necessarily near an 
immediate power source, so 
we have to be independent in 
that regard,” Castner said.
Some of the equipment 
requires a generator, but Cle-
ments said he is working on a 
battery system to replace it.
The new equipment also 
enables SJSU and San Francis-
co State to compete for more 
grant funding — according 
to Oliphant, research grants 
often disallow spending grant 
money on new equipment.
“This now provides a seed 
for us to be proposing specifi c 
projects,” he said.
SJSU students will get a 
chance to see the tower in ac-
tion on a joint overnight fi eld 
trip to Grant Ranch Park on 
April 8, where students from 
Meteorological Instrumen-
tation classes at SJSU and 
San Francisco State will get 
together to conduct fi eld ex-
periments.
daunting task in front of Qayoumi: California’s 
budget crisis, Kolodziejak said.
He said Qayoumi will have to cope with ei-
ther $500 million in cuts throughout the CSU 
system or a possible $1 billion worth of cuts if 
the tax revenue contract is not renewed.
“Qayoumi is aware of the challenges he has 
in front of him,” Kolodziejak said. “He has a vi-
sion of turning SJSU into a premier university 
in Silicon Valley, and this could easily be ac-
complished.”
Qayoumi said assuming the taxes are extend-
ed, the universities should be in good shape.
“If the governor is not able to get the tax ex-
tension on the ballot or the intiaitve does not 
succeed, then I think it’s going to be a different 
story for the entire CSU,” he said. “California 
should look at it as part of investing in our fu-
ture.
“Our investment in higher education and 
our economic vibrancy have been strongly cor-
related throughout the past 50 years.”
During its fi rst 130 years SJSU has had 21 
presidents, and in the last 23 of its 153-year 
history, the university has seen eight different 
presidents take offi ce, causing what Kolodzie-
jak called a “revolving door problem,” some-
thing he said will need to change to accomplish 
goals for the university.
“If a president stays for only a year it is ex-
tremely diffi cult to accomplish a whole lot,” he 
said. “You can possibly set the right direction, 
but everything takes time. He can accomplish a 
lot in fi ve years with his vision for our univer-
sity — I would hope for 10 years if everything 
goes right.”
Qayoumi moved to the United States after 
working in Saudi Arabia to attend the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, where he eventually ob-
tained four degrees — a Master of Science in 
nuclear engineering (1979), a Master of Science 
in electrical and computer engineering (1980), a 
Master of Business Administration (1984) and a 
Ph.D. in electrical engineering (1984).
While studying at the University of Cin-
cinnati, Qayoumi held positions within the 
university, including staff engineer, director of 
technical services and director of utilities and 
engineering services.
Despite holding positions and gaining edu-
cation from around the world, Qayoumi does 
have connections to SJSU, where he held the 
fi rst administrative position of his professional 
career after accepting the position of associate 
vice president for administration at SJSU in 
1986.
Qayoumi said he is ready to return to SJSU 
and get to work.
“One of the fi rst things I will do in the next 
several months will be to begin to commence 
with all the key stakeholders,” he said. “This 
includes holding town hall meetings with stu-
dents, faculty, staff as well as our alumni and 
other stakeholders such as K-12 schools and 
community colleges in San Jose.
“Through that process we will be able to 
forge a shared vision for the institution, and 
based on that vision, build a strategic plan and 
set goals for a fi ve-year initiative.”
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BASEBALL
From overlooked to record books
Baseball is a game fasci-
nated with measurements.
It is a game that cherishes 
90 feet, salivates over radar 
gun readings and gauges po-
tential based upon assessing 
what a player could be, not 
necessarily what he is.
Though it has been tried, 
baseball still cannot mea-
sure the heart and hasn’t 
found the formula for the 
indomitable will that has 
propelled past greatness far 
beyond expectation.
A pro scout at Pete Rose’s 
high school baseball game 
once left the ballpark with 
a scouting report that con-
vinced him Rose wasn’t col-
lege baseball material, let 
alone the guy who would re-
tire with more hits than any 
man who has ever played the 
professional game.
He scribbled between the 
margins of his notebook, 
among other crude apprais-
als, “Can’t run. Can’t hit. 
Can’t throw.” To the scout, 
Rose was a prospect who 
had reached his ceiling.
Four years ago, Jason 
Martin’s prospects weren’t 
much better.
After graduating from 
The Harker School in San 
Jose in 2007, Martin was an 
overlooked utility player 
who pitched, played short-
stop and finished his junior 
year with a .621 batting av-
erage.
The only problem for 
college teams was the fact 
that Martin was 165 pounds 
soaking wet — an appraisal 
that left Martin without a 
single Division-I scholar-
ship offer coming out of 
high school.
“I really didn’t get looked 
at by anyone,” said Martin, 
now a senior outfielder for 
the Spartans. “I made a little 
bio and sent it out to a lot 
of schools, but never heard 
back.”
Martin’s only other of-
fers were from Division-III 
schools.
One of Martin’s high 
school baseball coaches, 
James Brack, joined the 
SJSU coaching staff for one 
year while Martin was still 
at The Harker School.
Brack was the volunteer 
assistant at SJSU during 
Martin’s senior year in high 
school and told head coach 
Sam Piraro that Martin was 
worth a look.
The Spartans took a look, 
and Piraro’s eye for intan-
gibles spotted Martin’s tal-
ent, hidden beneath a veil of 
doubters.
“I think I just got super 
lucky,” Martin said. “Every-
thing just kind of fell into 
place.”
Coincidence or not, Mar-
tin said he may have never 
been noticed by SJSU had 
it not been for his former 
high school coach’s words of 
praise.
A diamond in the rough
What others passed over, 
the Spartans took a shot on, 
offering Martin a walk-on as 
a freshman — an opportu-
nity Martin took as the only 
break he needed.
“The walk-on experi-
ence was very beneficial to 
me,” Martin said. “It taught 
me that I am going to have 
to work for everything and 
nothing comes easy. I took 
every opportunity very se-
riously and didn’t take any-
thing for granted.”
That mentality helped 
earn Martin a spot on the 
roster as a freshman after 
impressing coaches during 
his walk-on, a decision that 
has rewritten SJSU baseball 
record books in the four 
years since.
Martin entered his senior 
year as the only Spartan who 
had hit better than .300 in 
three straight seasons, lead-
ing the team with a .373 av-
erage in 2010.
Martin also led SJSU in 
nine other offensive catego-
ries in 2010, including hits, 
on-base percentage (.444) 
and runs (46).
Listed at 5 feet 9 inches 
tall, the smallest Spartan in 
the lineup also had the sec-
ond best slugging percent-
age that year, a stat usually 
associated with a different 
mold of ballplayer.
As a sophomore in 2009, 
he was the only Spartan to 
start all 61 games on a team 
that finished with a 41-20 
record and had a team aver-
age of .339.
“There was no way I was 
coming out,” Martin said. 
“We were playing for a 
championship.”
In every year at SJSU, 
Martin has finished the sea-
son with the longest hitting 
streak on the team, his ca-
reer long ending at 26 games 
last year against UC Santa 
Barbara.
Entering Thursday, Mar-
tin is SJSU’s all-time lead-
er in being hit by pitches, 
ranking ahead of former 
San Francisco Giant Kevin 
Frandsen.
A chance encounter 
unites a pair of Sox
Martin was born in 
Worcester, Mass., before his 
family bought an RV and 
moved west for California.
Martin’s father raised 
him a Red Sox fan, and Mar-
tin said baseball has been in 
his blood since he was old 
enough to grip a bat.
“I think my dad’s passion 
for the game rubbed off on 
me,” Martin said. “I started 
playing before I can remem-
ber and haven’t stopped 
since.”
Martin had the chance 
to meet current Red Sox 
player Daniel Nava at an 
award ceremony two years 
ago, commemorating both 
of their achievements as col-
lege players.
Martin met Nava before 
he had ever played a game 
for the Red Sox and just a 
few years after he had been 
cut by Santa Clara Univer-
sity, he was demoted to an 
equipment manager.
Nava didn’t quit, enroll-
ing at a San Mateo Junior 
College where he played 
well enough to earn another 
playing opportunity at San-
ta Clara.
At Santa Clara for his 
second stint, Nava was first 
team All-Conference but 
still failed to get drafted af-
ter his senior year.
Nava went to play for 
the Chico Outlaws, part of 
an independent league, and 
was approached by a Red 
Sox scout after the season 
which he was named MVP 
of the league.
The scout offered Nava 
an official contract for $1 
to report to minor league 
camp.
One hundred cents rich-
er, Nava signed on the dot-
ted line and his story began.
“That’s how he told me he 
got into the Red Sox organi-
zation,” Martin said.
After spending time in 
the minor leagues, Nava 
continued to impress and 
eventually earned a call up 
to the major league team
At 27 years old, Nava 
made his major league debut 
for the Red Sox, with Mar-
tin watching on TV.
The first pitch Nava ever 
saw in a major league uni-
form was sent soaring into 
the Boston night at Fenway, 
ending up somewhere be-
tween a riot of Red Sox fans 
in the right field bleachers, 
who still weren’t sure who 
the kid was that had just hit 
that ball from 400-plus feet 
away.
“That was the epitome 
for me,” Martin said. “It was 
a moment that made you 
think there was someone 
up there noticing his hard 
work. It was like a movie.”
Martin was at the same 
event the next year to sup-
port teammate Tim Quiery, 
but wasn’t expecting to see 
Nava back again.
Sure enough, Nava was 
there, this time to pass along 
words of advice rather than 
receiving an award.
“He told me that if you 
just keep working it’s all 
going to work out,” Martin 
said. “You can’t worry about 
what other people are say-
ing, whether its scouts or 
anyone who doubts you. The 
one thing you can control is 
your attitude and how you 
prepare for the games. I look 
up to him and hopefully I 
can follow in his footsteps.”
An all around gem
If it’s true it takes time, 
pressure and heat to make 
a diamond, Martin certainly 
shows the signs of a prized 
gem.
“Jason is always working 
the hardest on the field,” 
said sophomore pitcher/
shortstop Zack Jones, who 
roomed with Martin over 
the summer while they 
played in the Cape Cod 
League. “He is always early 
and is a great leader by ex-
ample. Marty is always do-
ing the right thing when no 
one is watching.”
With all of Martin’s con-
tributions on offense, one 
might venture a guess that his 
defense isn’t worth noting.
Opposing players who 
have seen Martin’s streak-
ing figure blur across the 
stretch of grass at Municipal 
Stadium will tell you a dif-
ferent story.
“He’s made so many div-
ing catches,” Jones said. 
“Most of them are on balls 
you wouldn’t think anyone 
had a chance to get.”
In 2010, Martin didn’t 
commit an error in 166 
chances, preserving a flaw-
less 1.000 fielding percent-
age for the entire season.
Martin did this playing 
a position he had never 
played before arriving at 
SJSU.
“When I first got here I 
was an infielder,” Martin 
said. “I can remember the 
game seemed really fast and 
I wasn’t really comfortable. 
I learned that the only way 
to slow it down is by taking 
extra reps in the field or in 
the cage.”
Head coach Sam Piraro 
said Martin has one of the 
highest baseball IQs and 
work ethics of any player 
he has coached in 24 years 
at SJSU.
“We never have to worry 
about Jason’s effort,” Piraro 
said. “If anything, we have 
to tone him down a notch 
sometimes.”
Lyell Marks 
Staff Writer
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Senior Jason Martin swings and watches the ball as he 
prepares to run to fi rst base during the Spartans’ 5-1 win 
over St. Mary’s on Feb. 20.
Photo: Vernon McKnight / Spartan Daily
Jason Martin stands in the dugout during the Spartans’ 
6-3 loss to Santa Clara on March 6.
Senior outfi elder Jason Martin was told he wasn’t good enough to play, 
but proved his doubters wrong as he’s made a name for himself at SJSU
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Coming in third place 
at the Western Athletic 
Conference Champi-
onships on Saturday 
helped qualify the 
SJSU women’s gym-
nastics team for the 
NCAA Regional com-
petition.
“Making it to NCAA Re-
gionals is a huge accomplishment 
for our team and for the gymnas-
tics program,” head coach Wayne 
Wright said.  “I thought we did 
really well at WAC. It was one of 
our goals this year to make it to 
Regionals.”
Wright said the top 36 
teams in the nation qualify 
to one of the six regions, and 
this year the Spartans will be 
heading to Corvallis, Ore.
At the end of the 2010 season, 
the Spartans missed qualifying 
for the NCAA Regionals by .355 
points and the number has haunted 
the team since last spring.
“Last year we were so close,” he 
said. “We were in the top 36 till 
the end of the season and we got 
bumped out. So this year our goal 
was to go into the last meet of the 
season with a high enough RQS 
(regional qualifying score) that it 
didn’t matter. We wanted to have 
room to go and it wasn’t going to 
be do-or-die time.”
This year, Wright said the 
team never fell below the 34th 
ranking.
According to the NCAA Col-
legiate Women’s Gymnastics news 
release, Oregon State (196.770), 
Nebraska (196.275), Iowa 
(195.820), Southern Utah 
(194.925) and Michigan 
State (194.145) will 
also be joining SJSU 
(194.525) in Corvallis.
Senior Lily Swann, 
who placed second in the all-
around at the conference champi-
onships, said the team is excited 
to have the chance to compete 
one more time this season.
“We came in (to WAC 
Championships) knowing we 
were going to make it,” Swann 
said. “We didn’t make it last 
year and I went as an indi-
vidual. It’s not 
nearly as fun as 
an individual. 
I’m really glad to 
be going with the 
team this year.”
The Spartans will have a 
lineup similar to the one at the 
WAC Championships and each 
gymnast has the ability to ad-
vance to the NCAA National 
Championship, both on a single 
event and in the all-around cat-
egory.
Competing all-around with 
Swann is junior Thomasina Wal-
lace.
“We are very confident that 
Thomi has an opportunity to go 
on to Nationals,” Wright said. “On 
the individual side, Katie Valleau is 
capable of win-
ning floor 
and ad-
v a n c i n g 
to Nationals too. 
Lily Swann too, she can make it as an all-
around as well.”
Swann earned first team All-WAC hon-
ors in the all-around with score of 38.800. 
Wallace and Valleau both earned first 
team All-WAC honors at the WAC Cham-
pionships on the floor exercise and will be 
competing on that event at Regionals as 
well.
“I put a lot in it with my personality,” 
Wallace said of her floor routine. “I just 
like to have fun with it because it is an 
event to show your personality and have 
fun with it.”
Wallace said she is confident in her 
team’s ability to be 
successful in the 
competition.
“We’re going to go 
into Regionals as we 
always do,” she said. 
“Focus on us and 
just do it because it’s 
our last meet to 
show off.”
One of the 
events that has 
been giving the 
Spartans problems 
all season was the 
balance beam.
During 
the 
WAC Championships, two gymnasts fell 
and the team had to count a fall on its 
event score.
“We wanted to win so bad and it’s been 
our goal all year,” Swann said. “I think 
people were almost trying too hard to stay 
on the beam. They know they can hit and 
they’ll show they can hit at Regionals.”
Wright agreed, saying that the balance 
beam is a difficult event in general, not just 
for SJSU.
“We’ve been off and on on beam and 
we’ve had some problems early on,” he said. 
“I think we’re at the point where I’m not 
worried. I think the girls that fell were try-
ing harder than they needed to be and they 
had some mistakes. Those gymnasts that 
made those mistakes will come back and do 
well.”
All members of the top two teams and 
the top two all-around competitors not 
from the first or second place team will au-
tomatically advance to the NCAA National 
Championships.
Additionally, gymnasts who win each 
event at Regionals will advance to Nation-
als to compete on that event.
Wright said one of the main goals for 
the Spartans is to place at least fourth at 
the competition, as the team has not placed 
higher than fifth in his nine years of coach-
ing at SJSU.
“We know in our region, there will be 
some tough teams that will be competing,” 
he said. “Oregon State is No. 3 in the coun-
try going in. Iowa and Nebraska are in the 
top 10. But we’re going into that meet with 
the intent on winning it.”
The Spartans will compete in Oregon on 
April 2 at 4 p.m.
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SJSU bound for NCAA Regional Championships
Coming in this week as the 34th-ranked team in the nation, the Spartans earned their spot to compete against 
fi ve other teams in hopes of advancing to the NCAA National Championships and earn their fi rst national title
Junior Katie Valleau twists during her tumbling pass on the fl oor exercise. Senior Katie Jo Merritt does a split jump during her performance on the balance beam. 
In a world where every 
consumer is out to fi nd the 
cheapest product on the mar-
ket and is unwilling to shell 
out a few extra dollars to buy 
a higher quality product, cus-
tom-made goods are sure to 
become a lost art.
However, two men who 
work at a wood shop called 
Masterworks in San Jose have 
experienced the hardships of 
a troubled economy and have 
turned it into a chance to re-
alize their own passions.
William Holloway, pro-
prietor of Masterworks, and 
master woodworker Mauro 
Hernandez have turned their 
talents with wood and atten-
tion during a time without 
work toward building “art 
in motion” by creating func-
tional bicycles mainly out of 
wood.
Holloway said the idea for 
creating wooden bikes came 
from a friend in times of slow 
income as a result of a lack of 
people needing custom-made 
wooden items.
“We got pretty excited 
from the idea of making 
something that sparked such 
passion,” he said. “We got 
working right away on a pro-
totype and it seemed to work 
well, so we started to make 
them with fancier style. The 
basic model we make takes 
about 85 hours to complete, 
whereas others can take up to 
150 hours.”
The fi rst prototype took 
Holloway and Hernandez 
about three weeks to make, 
something they said was not 
at all easy to do.
“It is a lot more diffi cult 
than it looks,” Holloway said. 
“Making the fi rst prototype 
was the most diffi cult part in 
our entire experience build-
ing these wooden bikes.”
Nearly every major piece 
of the bike is made out of 
wood — the frame, forks, 
handlebars and seat are all 
made completely out of solid 
lumber.
“When you begin to build 
a wooden bike, you have to 
start with some sort of de-
sign,” Hernandez said. “I like 
to draw my designs by hand. 
Most people like to use a com-
puter for the design process. 
I think it’s a pain. I’d rather 
take a blank canvas and start 
drawing.”
The fi rst concept for a 
wooden bike took about a 
month to create, Hernandez 
said. Now it takes the duo 
about a day to come up with 
an idea they wish to pursue 
and build, mainly because the 
design for the wooden frame 
they use never changes.
“This really saves a lot of 
time,” Holloway said. “If we 
had to build a new frame ev-
ery time we wanted to build 
a bike it would take forever. 
It’s not so time consuming 
anymore.”
Hernandez said much more 
than looks are taken into con-
sideration when designing.
“You have to look into the 
geometry of the bike, the 
functionality, how it’s going 
to sit on the ground,” he said.
What separates their bikes 
from others is how much they 
are connected to the natural 
world, more so than from 
what they are made of.
The wood used for these 
bikes are taken from what 
Holloway called “urban recov-
ery wood” — lumber found 
from fallen trees or what any 
arbor around San Jose would 
throw away. 
It is then collected and 
milled until usable. Along 
with the eco-friendly source, 
the bike uses the fl ex from 
the wood as a substitute for 
rubber and metal shocks, 
which are currently included 
on most bikes.
“The bikes ride like a Cadil-
lac,” Hernandez said. “There 
are no shocks on the bike. 
Just the natural fl ex from the 
wood and the large tires we 
use create a comfortable and 
smooth ride.”
Hernandez said the pro-
cess has simplifi ed itself with 
experience, but there are as-
pects they still have trouble 
with.
“The process is a little eas-
ier now than when we start-
ed,” he said. “It is still diffi cult 
fi guring out the mechanics 
— how it will ride, how it 
will react to weather and how 
it can handle a 40-mile bike 
ride.”
Despite the lack of com-
fort, Hernandez said riding 
on a wooden seat is not much 
different from a cushioned 
rubber seat.
“Taking it on a 40-mile ride 
does make you a little sore,” 
he said. “But to me, I don’t 
get much sorer than if I was 
riding any regular bike.”
Hernandez said his main 
role in the process is the de-
signing of the bicycle. Hol-
loway is more skilled with 
making the proportions look 
the best, working with the ge-
ometry and doing whatever is 
needed to create the fi rst bike.
Both Holloway and Her-
nandez have their own themed 
bikes they are currently work-
ing on and aspiring to fi nish 
soon. Holloway is currently 
in the process of creating a 
patriotic-themed bike, which 
he plans will feature red, 
white and blue paint, as well 
as styled wood that resembles 
the American fl ag.
Holloway said that al-
though making these bikes 
is an enjoyment, they do not 
make any money off them.
“We are not getting paid to 
make them,” he said. “We are 
just trying to get somewhere 
one day with them because so 
many people like them.”
Hernandez currently has 
designs for a bike themed af-
ter the San Jose Sharks.
“I don’t want any money 
from it,” he said. “I would 
love to build just to have 
their permission to use their 
logo on the bike. It’s some-
thing for us to give back to 
San Jose. We are huge Sharks 
fans and we think it would 
be awesome to ride it in the 
Stanley Cup parade — when 
there is one.”
Hernandez said the level 
of pride they take with their 
normal woodworking jobs 
and the bikes is the same, al-
though the bikes showcase 
more of their craftsmanship.
“The wooden items we 
make in our shop can only 
be appreciated by those who 
put it in their homes, and 
maybe by their family and 
friends, whereas a bike is 
everywhere,” he said. “Many 
different people can have the 
opportunity to enjoy it.”
Holloway said the wood-
en bikes have turned him and 
Hernandez into somewhat 
local celebrities.
“Everywhere we go people 
want to take pictures with 
our bikes,” he said. “We went 
to a bike show in Las Vegas 
and we were the hit of the 
strip for a couple days.”
Hernandez said he was 
even pulled over by a San Jose 
police offi cer one day, just 
so the offi cer could take a 
closer look at his mobile 
work of art. 
Although Hernandez said 
he takes the same pride in 
all his work, he admitted the 
bikes are a nice boost of self-
worth.
“The bikes tend to give 
you a little more of a puffed 
up chest because no else out 
there is doing it,” he said.
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SAN JOSE: 1959 west san carlos  408.292.6100
SAN JOSE: 1008 blossom hill rd #e  408.269.1000
www.crossroadstrading.com  |  www.facebook.com/crossroadstrading
FEATURE
Photo: Michelle Terris / Spartan Daily
William Holloway and Mauro Hernandez take their wooden mobile art creations for a spin around a parking lot.
Local craftsmen pursue passions 
through creation of wooden bikes
Ron Gleeson
Staff Writer
Photo: Michelle Terris / Spartan Daily
Hernandez works on a frame for the duo’s current creation 
within the Masterworks workshop located in East San Jose. 
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The Strokes’ new album 
isn’t genuine. 
Half of the 10 tracks are 
poorly composed — the oth-
er half get old by the third 
time you play them through. 
But this isn’t necessarily bad 
news.
Last weekend, to celebrate 
the release of Angles and to 
kick off a slew of upcoming 
shows, The Strokes joined 
nearly 3,000 bands in Aus-
tin, Texas, for the annual arts 
convention South by South 
West.
SXSW is an event where 
thousands of bands fi ght for 
the spotlight. 
Over the past years, the 
festival’s outcome has usu-
ally set the stage for what is 
to happen to the music scene 
for the upcoming year. 
The Strokes played a free 
concert in a park where 
20,000 people showed up, 
hopping over fences to get 
in. The band, of course, 
played most of its new album 
including the single “Under 
Cover of Darkness,” which 
features The Strokes’ old 
tricks of parallel beat con-
struction and simplicity. 
It’s the strongest song on 
Angles and it’s good enough 
that you really can listen to 
it 10 times on repeat and still 
not be bored.
Whereas they typically 
play stoically and in perfect 
form, they played sloppily 
and carelessly, making it look 
like it’s easy being a badass 
rock star.
 It was awesome and crit-
ics across the Web praised it 
as the highlight of the festi-
val. The show featured new 
and old tracks and ended 
fi reworks ablaze to their big-
gest hit “Last Night.”
That single came out on 
their fi rst album, Is this It, in 
early 2001, when there were 
emerging indie garage rock 
bands popping up seemingly 
everywhere. 
The Strokes led the pack 
with a low-fi  rhythmic ac-
cord that just about everyone 
seemed to like. And it’s hard 
not to like. 
The fretwork of guitar-
ists Nick Valensi and Albert 
Hammond, Jr., drive the rich 
sound that singer Julian Cas-
ablancas unduly gets most of 
the credit for as the face of 
the band.
The Strokes pushed their 
style, toning the instruments 
to Casablancas’ unique voice 
with candid crescendos and 
shrills throughout their sec-
ond album, Room on Fire. 
These two albums are eas-
ily the best music of this de-
cade.
It’s why I believe they 
are part of the chorus of de-
baucherous denizens of cool 
— closer to the Beatles, Black 
Sabbath or ZZ Top than a lo-
cal fuzzed out garage band. 
But like most solid rock 
bands, they produced a some-
what mediocre album — First 
Impressions of Earth — and 
the decade pushed members 
away to work on side proj-
ects.
Another band that 
launched, The White Stripes, 
fi nally bid the project adieu 
last month to “preserve what 
is beautiful and special” 
about the band.
Around the same time, 
out of left fi eld came the 
announcement that The 
Strokes, who were on a fi ve-
year hiatus, had been record-
ing an album to be released 
shortly.
The Strokes are unlike 
White Stripes former front-
man Jack White — they don’t 
believe pushing a musical 
group past a decade means 
you’re bound to die like Elvis 
did, on the toilet in the mid-
dle of taking a dump.
It seemed hard at fi rst 
to differentiate whether 
The Strokes and The White 
Stripes were following a for-
mula of “dial in a bit of fuzz 
guitar, add a ‘the’ in front of 
a cool descriptive noun, and 
play over simple drum beats” 
to produce music that de-
fi ned the rock genre of our 
generation.
The Strokes broke from 
that mold and tried some-
thing different on this new 
album. 
The tracks “Machu Pic-
chu,” “Two Kinds of Happi-
ness” and “Games” feel closer 
to 1986 than they do 2011 
with heavy use of palm-mut-
ed guitars and synth.
However, when they re-
turn to form in “Taken for 
a Fool” it feels vivacious 
and driven — it makes me 
remember why I liked The 
Strokes. 
In this track Casablancas 
seems to recall the recent 
years where his bandmates 
went separate ways: “I know, 
everyone goes any damn 
place they choose / And I 
hope everyone well on the 
toxic radio.” 
By toxic radio I think he’s 
perhaps suggesting the nega-
tive infl uences on the core 
that is The Strokes.
Another recall back to 
past ways is the percussion-
less “Call Me Back.” 
It features a dramatic cho-
ral arrangement, yet seems to 
be discussing how a couple 
is disappointed to be antici-
pating the other on a lover’s 
tryst: “Waiting time is the 
worst, I can hardly sit / No 
one has the time, someone’s 
always late.”
Speaking of lack of ap-
pearances, Casablancas fa-
mously didn’t show for the 
album’s recording.
Valenti told Pitchfork that 
his bandmate’s vocal tracks 
were recorded elsewhere and 
sent in via email.
Perhaps, though, the over-
all theme of the album can be 
summarized by the coolest 
song’s name, “Gratisfaction.” 
Where Casablancas prob-
ably means intensely satisfy-
ing gratifi cation, I look at the 
album as a mismatched col-
lection of an explored style 
that feels gratuitous and the 
songs that actually satisfy the 
listener and the musicians.
The reason why I don’t 
simply dismiss this album as 
something to immediately 
hock back to the record shop 
is that there is some solid 
material. The tracks “Under 
Cover of Darkness,” Taken 
for a Fool” and “Call Me 
Back” are robust pieces of 
music that I will be listening 
to for years to come.
During the Golden Age of Hollywood, 
one woman stood out among the throngs of 
young ladies striving to become actresses.
Sixty-six years of superb acting later, that 
iconic artist has left us.
Elizabeth Taylor died Wednesday morn-
ing after a six-week hospital stay because of 
congestive heart failure a month after her 
79th birthday, according to an article by Fox 
News. 
Born in 1932, Taylor appeared in her fi rst 
fi lm at the age of 9 and many watched the 
British-American actress grow up on the big 
screen. 
She scored her breakout role in 1944’s “Na-
tional Velvet,” which sparked her casting in 
several prominent roles. Throughout her ca-
reer she starred in 70 fi lms, the most famous 
being “Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?,” “Gi-
ant,” “Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,” “A Place in the 
Sun” and “Cleopatra.”
Also known as Dame Elizabeth Rosemond 
Taylor, the actress went on to lead a highly 
publicized life, with her private endeavors of-
ten splashed across tabloid pages.
Her multiple near-death experiences and 
eight drama-fi lled marriages, in addition to 
her ongoing artistic accomplishments, cap-
tured the attention of the nation. 
Most famous was her relationship with ac-
tor and director Richard Burton, with whom 
she appeared on screen in “Who’s Afraid of 
Virginia Woolf?”
With her brunette locks and violet eyes, 
the two-time academy award winner exem-
plifi ed seductiveness and glamor and came 
to be known on the big screen for her ageless 
beauty and superb talent. 
The actress’s application of dramatic 
makeup and her tendency to wear fashion-
able designs accompanied by gaudy jewelry 
established her as a fashion icon on-and-off 
screen. 
Her infl uence in the realm of fashion con-
tinues to impact women around the world.
In addition to her accomplishments in the 
pursuit of fame, Taylor advocated and fund-
raised for AIDS and HIV charities and foun-
dations, raising millions in donations.
While her travel down the avenue of ce-
lebrity status was not the smoothest, over the 
last six decades she has had a profound effect 
on pop culture and fi lm. 
There are few, if any, celebrities who can 
measure up to this grandiose woman and her 
presence will be sorely missed.   
Jaimie Collins
A&E Editor
Leo Postovoit
Staff Writer
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Released on Tuesday, ‘Angles’ 
is the band’s fi fth album.
Iconic fi lm star Elizabeth Taylor dead at 79 
New ‘Angle’ doesn’t work for 
reunited band The Strokes
Photo Courtesy: People Magazine
Actress Elizabeth Taylor died Wednesday 
morning from congestive heart failure.
Photo Courtesy: American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
To the joy of fans, The Strokes performed a free concert on March 17 at the South by South 
West annual arts convention held in Austin, Texas, premiering tracks from the new album.
“Dear Ryan — ”
No, that’s not it.
“Hey, Ryan — ”
Mmm, that’s even worse.
“Dude, what’s up?”
Ugh, defi nitely not.
“Hello Ryan. You may not remember me, but I’m you.”
Perfect.
One of the hardest things about writing a letter is starting 
it, perhaps even more so when it’s a letter to yourself.
Yes, I’m writing a letter, not an extended text or email on a 
time delay — a real letter on real paper.
I know — how mid-1990s of me.
I found a letter to myself while going through some boxes 
in my room. It was in an envelope, a single sheet of binder 
paper with a paragraph written in very careful cursive.
The pencil marks were smudged, but I could tell it was a 
brief description of how that particular day went: I played 
freeze tag at recess, got 10 out of 10 on a spelling test, 6 out of 
10 on a multiplication quiz and ate chicken nuggets and fries 
for lunch, but didn’t touch the green beans.
Recently, my friends suggested I write to my 
past self, telling him about my day and spin-
ning a tale of who I’ve become, of pitfalls to 
skirt, of people to embrace or push away, and 
how many roads I had to walk down before I 
could call myself a man.
I said I would do just that, and did just the 
opposite.
Instead, I left a note for my future self to 
fi nd — don’t worry, I have no intention of tell-
ing myself to put on a bulletproof vest before 
undertaking risky time-travel experiments.
Rest assured that no timelines will be 
changed in the course of my writing.
I’m sure I didn’t think much of that fi rst let-
ter when I had to write it for class, just some-
thing to get done and turn in (not unlike a lot of my assign-
ments now).
But now I can appreciate what a scrap of paper such as that 
would mean and put more thought into what I write in a let-
ter.
I read somewhere that the best education lies in reviewing 
what you have learned and deciding what is truly important 
to you, and that is what this letter, the new one, has become.
It’s more than a memento in a box or a snapshot in an al-
bum.
It’s more than a mnemonic for reliving lost experiences.
It’s a reminder of who I am, who I was 
when I wrote it — what I believed and be-
littled, what I loved and loathed, what I did 
and did not know.
It’s a confession of things I may not want 
to remember, but are necessary for me to re-
call.
It’s a statement that I was here at this 
point in time, and that whatever I wrote was 
important enough for me to give it some 
sense of permanence on paper.
I didn’t make any predictions for my fu-
ture — much of my present-day is already 
bound up in what-ifs and never-weres, so 
why bore a future me with talk of the could-
have-beens?
I realize that I’m being very meta about 
this, giving information about information — telling without 
showing.
I’ve talked about the letter, why I wrote it and what it 
means (and will mean) to me — but I haven’t said a thing 
about what’s exactly in it.
The contents of that letter are for my eyes only, and in a 
few months I’ll forget what I’ve written, but in about 10 years, 
I’ll remember again.
“Rated R” is a column appearing every other Thursday. 
Ryan Fernandez is the Spartan Daily Managing Editor.
Every semester at about this time, students 
are faced with a mass of anxiety and stress as 
we head into midterms.
Term papers are due, projects need to be 
presented and endless studying for dread-
ful midterm exams make us more like zom-
bies than college students, running on Red 
Bull and coffee just to keep our eyes open in 
class.
Despite the preparation (or procrastina-
tion) I have done in the last few weeks, there 
is nothing that I am more ready for than 
spring break.
Like many of you, my days have been 
fl ooded with overwhelming amounts of class 
work, homework, tests and quizzes.
Twice a week, I participate in a 50-minute 
judo class.
Although that may not seem like much to you, being 
slammed on the ground countless times in an hour and hav-
ing to drag your body in various ways across the mats is quite 
exhausting.
In addition to my regular classes and self-infl icted pain ses-
sions (I mean judo), my evenings are not spent studying or relax-
ing like many of the students here on campus.
Instead, I sit at the sports desk in the Spartan 
Daily newsroom and try to successfully produce 
a section of the university’s student-run news-
paper.
True, I signed up for the job, as did the rest of 
the editorial staff, but it seems to be a tad more 
demanding this semester compared to previous 
ones.
If you have no clue what the job of a news-
paper editor entails, let me shed some light for 
you.
I am personally responsible for fi nding all the 
content that will appear in the sports section 
each day and if for some reason there is noth-
ing ready, I end up coming up with a last-minute 
idea for someone else or writing something to 
fi ll the space myself.
Each section editor is in the same boat as I am, and we have 
often come close to sinking.
With the help of my co-sports editor, we delegate which 
SJSU sports will be covered, who will attend what games, edit 
all sports stories that come through and take the fall when 
things go wrong.
At the end of the day, the editorial staff members make their 
way to computers, take all the stories written and use Adobe 
InDesign to create the newspaper pages that you see four times 
a week.
Depending on when everything comes together, we are here 
until the early hours of the morning and when we fi nally do 
make it home, that’s when the homework and studying be-
gins.
Sleep is something that comes in small doses for those who 
work with me at the Daily — needless to say, we are all burnt 
out and ready for some fun.
Perhaps some of your stories are similar to mine and some 
crazy job is taking up all of your time.
Or maybe you have family members at home who require 
more attention and time than you have to give.
Whatever your story may be, I’m sure we can all agree that 
we deserve a break away from homework, tests, and cranky 
professors before we lose our minds.
Take this week and relax, make a date with your family (or 
your bed) and catch up on whatever it is that you’ve been miss-
ing out on.
“The Real Deal” is a weekly column appearing on Thursdays. 
Melissa Sabile is a Spartan Daily Sports Editor.
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A break is much needed and well deserved
Hoping my future 
self reads this letter
Melissa Sabile
The Real Deal
Ryan Fernandez
Rated R
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My life has been full 
of ups and downs that 
have molded me into the 
person I am today.  I have 
been through some pretty 
tough situations.
My grandfather, who 
was like a second father 
to me, was diagnosed with 
lung cancer. He passed 
away on May 14, 2010. 
It was the saddest day 
of my life, and I realized 
that life does not get easi-
er.  Then a couple of weeks 
before Thanksgiving last 
year one of my grandmothers passed away 
as well.
Shortly after, my childhood dog was put 
to sleep because of an untreatable cancer 
he had.
Over the winter break I had a great so-
cial and work life.  But I learned that some 
of my siblings were going through a crisis 
— which naturally worried me.
Two weekends ago, my 5-year-old neph-
ew’s mother was driving with him in the 
car while intoxicated.  She crashed into a 
center divide on the freeway. 
My nephew was lucky to have only a 
bruise from the seat belt. She, on the other 
hand, suffered injuries to her head and now 
faces legal charges.
To top it off, another dog I have had 
since high school has to be euthanized as 
well because of canine cancer.
This year has been a rigorous test of per-
sonal strength.
Throughout the past month I have felt 
exhausted from every issue going on in my 
life. I have been going through a tumult of 
emotions, most of which I can’t express.
Should I let these things ruin or control 
my life? Am I letting everything negative in 
the world affect me?
I mean, with all of my personal frustra-
tions to the terrifying events happening in 
Japan, where is the good?
Then I realized that I am the good and 
so are you.
Humans have so much to offer, yet they 
cover it with bad ego-trips and materialistic 
products.
People feel that just because they have 
gone through hard times, life is nothing 
but a letdown and that nothing good will 
ever happen. These people put up walls to 
protect themselves from anything.
I am guilty of doing this with plenty of 
people, and I have let many 
great opportunities go by 
because of this fear and 
“guard” I put up. I know 
numerous others that have 
done this as well.
Bad things will happen, 
that is undeniable and un-
avoidable.  Why do we fi x-
ate on those negative expe-
riences though?
The answer is: so we 
don’t get hurt again.  But 
there is a fi ne line between 
being cautious and being 
scared.
Fear, here is my letter of resignation.
I am done caring about what others 
think when it comes to my major deci-
sions or being too afraid of relationships. I 
am sick of looking back and wishing I had 
done more but was too intimidated. 
Giving up all of this won’t be easy, but 
I know this is not the person I am or want 
to be. 
What have you stopped yourself from 
doing because of fear?
I am not saying be stupid and jump 
off of a building to overcome your fear of 
heights, but stop avoiding the good things 
life has to offer.
We are human. We make mistakes. 
Sometimes we forget that we screw up — 
it’s hard to face the truth sometimes.
Don’t be dumb with decisions, just be 
aware of what you are doing. Think about 
it, but not too much.
At 22, I already have regrets thanks to 
over-analyzing. 
The best part about that is now I know 
what not to do in the future and I can move 
forward stronger and wiser. 
Another great thing I realized but have 
covered up for a while is that I am truly 
awesome.
I am not saying that to be conceited, 
but if I don’t believe in myself, who will? I 
won’t go around acting like a spoiled ditz, 
but I know that if I keep pushing forward 
and appreciating life and the world, I’ll be 
OK.
Next time you’re throwing yourself a 
pity party for a bad grade or a bill you didn’t 
pay on time, just remember that you can fi x 
whatever problem you have and do better 
next time.
Don’t take anything for granted. Not 
love, not yourself and not life. We have one 
chance at living — enjoy it.
With spring break starting the moment my 
French class ends at exactly 5:05 p.m. today, there 
has only been one thought running through my 
head: “Tomorrow is Friday, Friday, I gotta get 
down on Friday.”
Not because I am fi nally free from the prison 
that is school, but because the recently released 
pop song by Rebecca Black has been forever 
stuck in my head since a friend sent me the mu-
sic video last week.
The 13-year-old singer became famous over-
night with her hit because of excessive Youtube 
exposure.
Her video has almost 40 million hits and her 
song has reached No. 39 on iTunes’ top 100 list. 
She is not a celebrity for her unbelievable 
talent or incredible skill as a singer, songwriter 
or musician — she is well-known because her 
voice is irritating even with autotune, and her 
lyrics are worse than that of underground rap 
and hip hop sensation Lil B. 
If you don’t know who Lil B 
is, consider yourself lucky to be 
spared of his equally addictive 
single, “Ellen DeGeneres.” 
“We so excited / We gonna 
have a ball today / Tomorrow is 
Saturday / And Sunday comes 
after ... wards,” are examples of 
words that have been placed next 
to each other to convey thoughts 
in Black’s song.
Her music video is a piece of 
work on its own, featuring her 
meeting up with friends to go 
for a ride in a convertible, mean-
ing she’s either hanging out 
with kids way older than her or 
a bunch of underaged hooligans stole mom and 
dad’s car. 
Three minutes and 48 seconds through a 
misty maze of cereal eating, awkward dance 
moves and a random rapper that never actually 
meets up with Black makes Bieber Fever look 
bearable. 
She has been bombarded with hateful com-
ments online and on television, with her song 
being seen as a so-bad-it’s-actually-funny type of 
deal. 
There have already been 
numerous parodies of the 
song including a death metal 
version, a dubbed version and 
a “Tuesday” version. 
The song has accrued nearly 
500,000 dislikes on Youtube. 
I understand the hate for 
Rebecca Black, I really do, 
but I think we’ve got her all 
wrong. Sure, her lyrics weren’t 
written by Bob Dylan, but 
they weren’t written by her 
either. 
Her parents paid producers 
Clarence Jey and Patrice Wil-
son $2,000 to write the song 
for Black, which is a small price to pay for fame. 
And her voice? As nasally and off key as it 
might sound, it’s catchy as hell.
Even during a midterm I heard someone 
blasting it in the hall, to which all of us put 
down our pencils and stared out the door in a 
moment of silent tribute. 
The melody has crept into our minds with 
no intention of leaving, itching like a rash that 
must be scratched, or sung in this case. 
Stars like Chris Brown and Simon Cowell 
praised her efforts, with Cowell adding, “Any-
one who can create this much controversy with-
in a week, I want to meet.” 
When her record company ArkMusic asked 
Black if she wanted her video to be removed 
from Youtube she told them no — she did not 
wish “to give the haters the satisfaction that 
they got me so bad I gave up.”
So far, she has sold 37,000 copies of her single, 
netting about $26,000 for herself and ArkMu-
sic. The Youtube views have earned her at least 
$37,000 alone from the company’s revenue-shar-
ing program.
I bet very few knew she was a philanthropist 
as well — homegirl intends to donate part of her 
profi t to school arts programs and relief efforts 
in Japan. 
I think Black is a genius in tweens’ clothing.
She may not be in high school yet, but she has 
literally become the talk of the town within a 
few hours, and anyone that can do that must be 
smart. She even knows that Sunday comes after 
Saturday — I mean, you just aren’t born with 
that kind of insight. 
“Caturday Night Live” is a column appearing ev-
ery other Thursday. Jordan Liffengren is a Spartan 
Daily A&E Editor.
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We at the Spartan Daily have observed the 
ongoing tragedy in Japan with the utmost con-
cern.
Not only have the Japanese gone through the 
worst earthquake in their nation’s history as 
well as a massive and deadly tsunami, but also 
they are now in the midst of the worst nuclear 
crisis since the 1986 Chernobyl disaster.
The severe blow from nature that struck the 
Japanese people on March 11 took the lives of 
thousands of people, while forever altering the 
lives and emotional well-being of hundreds of 
thousands more.
The need to address the multifaceted nature 
and ongoing complexity of Japan’s disaster is 
evident with each day’s news updates.
Minutes after the 9.0 earthquake, northeast-
ern Japan was engulfed by a tsunami that has 
done more damage than the earthquake itself.
Experts say the number of deaths is expected 
to rise after the debris is cleared.
Until then, an estimated half million Japa-
nese people are now homeless.
Northern Japan — the area affected the most 
by the earthquake and tsunami — has experi-
enced heavy winter storms, hindering relief ef-
forts and exacerbating the misery of an already 
devastated people.
As the tragic discoveries of bodies along the 
beaches of Japan continue and ongoing search-
es by survivors for their loved ones continue, 
the Japanese people will need our love and ma-
terial support.
Empathy hurts, but it’s what binds us to-
gether as citizens of the world.
If we can recognize our own fears and re-
member our own painful experiences, then we 
can identify with those who are experiencing 
their fear or pain.
We encourage everyone to look within them-
selves and remember a time they experienced 
something tragic and were helped by someone.
It’s our chance to help in whatever possible 
way we can.
In that spirit, the Japan Society of Northern 
California has created the Japan Earthquake 
and Tsunami Relief Fund.
If you would like to donate please visit 
http://www.give2asia.org/japansociety.
We invite you to join the staff of the Spartan 
Daily in assisting the relief efforts in Japan.
Editorial Staff,
Spartan Daily
Editorial: Coming together 
to donate to those in Japan
A lesson on getting 
through hard times
Ashley Finden
Senior Staff Writer
Jordan Liffengren
Caturday Night Live
Editorial Cartoon: MCT
Rebecca Black: 
A smart tween
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1) Eligible participants for the GM College Discount include college students (from any two- or four-year school), recent graduates who have graduated no more than two years ago, and current nursing school and graduate students. 2) Excludes Chevrolet Volt. 3) Tax, title, license, dealer fees and 
optional equipment extra. See dealer for details. 4) Not available with some other offers. Take retail delivery by 5/2/11. See dealer for details. 5) Not available with some offers. Take retail delivery by 5/2/11. Must ﬁnance through Ally or GM Financial.
The marks of General Motors, its divisions, slogans, emblems, vehicle model names, vehicle body designs and other marks appearing in this advertisement are the trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors, its subsidiaries, afﬁliates or licensors. ©2011 General Motors. Buckle up, America!
Find us on facebook: facebook.com/gmcollegeprogram
Stop pushing...start driving.
Get your discount today at gmcollegediscount.com/save
In fact, it’s the best college discount from any car 
company,1 and can save you hundreds — even 
thousands — on an eligible, new Chevrolet,2 
Buick or GMC. If you’re in college, a grad 
program or even a recent grad...take advantage 
of this discount and get a great deal on a new 
ride to call your own. Check it out:
LUCKILY THE GM COLLEGE DISCOUNT DOESN’T.
Malibu LS MSRP starting at $ 22,735.00
MSRP of Malibu 1LT as shown3 $ 23,585.00
Preferred Pricing3 $ 22,853.97
Consumer Cash4 - $ 3,500.00
Price You Pay $ 19,353.97
Your Discount $ 4,231.03
Sierra 1500 Reg. Cab WT 2WD MSRP starting at $ 21, 845.00
MSRP of Sierra 1500 Crew Cab XFE  
with optional equipment as shown3 $ 35,585.00
Preferred Pricing3 $ 33,624.92
Consumer Cash4 - $ 2,500.00
Down Payment Assistance5 - $ 2,005.00
Price you pay when you finance 
through Ally or GM Financial $ 29,119.92
Your Discount $ 6,465.08
2011 Chevrolet Malibu
(discount example)
2011 GMC Sierra 1500
(discount example)
THIS WEEK IN PHOTOS ... 
Photo: Carlotta Zorzi   / Contributor
Students wear their country fl ags at the I-House Pancake Breakfast on Sunday.
Photo: Brian O’Malley / Spartan Daily
Professor Craig Clements and SFSU grad Allen Castner 
inspect dirt build up on the Radiometrics radiation sensor. 
Photo: Brian O’Malley  / Spartan Daily Photo: Brian O’Malley  / Spartan Daily
Nature photography student Robert Furber braves the forces at Carmel River 
State Beach on Sunday as part of a class fi eld trip.
Infi elder BranDee Garcia goofs around with base coach Christen Hardee.
